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Umted States Department of the Interlor

- NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore
1100 N. Mineral Springs Road

et | remselsodsl o OFFICIAL COMMENT

November 13, 2008

N3617(INDU)

#08-764 (Antidegradation) -

Ms. MaryAnn Stevens

Mail Code 65-40°

Rules Section - _

Office of Water Quality = o W
Indiana Department of Envuonmental Mana gement

100 North Senate Ave.

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2251

Dear Ms. Stevens:

This letter is concerning the Draft Indiana Antidegradation Rules posted for public review
‘beginning on November 7, 2008. Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore understands that the result
-of this rule may aliow mdustry to increase the level of pollutants discharged inta Lake
thhlgan

We suongly support IDEM’s efforts to comply with the federal Clean Water Act requirements
by updating Indiana’s water quality standards at least every three years, and developing an ‘
antidegradation rule for all surface waters of the state including Lake Michigan and its
tributaries. We believe that any new state regulations should result in strong protection for all
of Indiana’s. valuable water resources from any new or increased pollution above the current
background levels. Concerning the Proposed Rules, we offer the following comments:

: (1) Require eny new or increased discharges.h'ﬁo Igdhnaﬁ.eurface waters that flow into Lake
Mtchlgan to go through complete antldegradatmn review and justtﬁcatlon process.

(2) ‘No degradation should be allowed that increases the background pollutant levels in Lake
Michigan. If degradation that increases backgmund pollutant Ievels is allowed for any reascm
then mitigation must be required. .

_(3) Few if any exemptions should be included in the rule that enables industry to avoid

providing required jusuﬁcatxon for any new or increased discharges, even mcludmg minor
mcrnses .
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' We look forward to reviewing additional draft rules concerning antidegradation standards and
implementation procedures, which will reduce pollution to Lake Michigan and be enforced by .
the state. If you have any questions concerning this response please contact Assistant Chief for

~ Natural Resource Management Brenda Waters at 219-395-1552.

Sincerely,

P

Constantine J illon -
Supermtendent

..Tay Glase, Great Lakes Area FlSher BlOlOngt National Park Servme
800 East Lakeshore Drlve Houghton, Michigan 49931

Steve Yancho, Chief of Natural Resources, Sleeping Bear Dunes ‘National Lakeshore
9922 Front Street, Emplre Mlchlgan 496308 :—;..Lm L Sy
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